
ESTIMATED TIME: About 1 hour
EXPERIENCE LEVEL: Beginner+
RECIPE MAKES: 10-12 floating candles

MATERIALS:
FOR THE CANDLES:
IGI 4625
Hibiscus Palm 1oz bottle
Tart Mold 10 pc Bag
Pouring Pitcher 1 pc Pitcher
LX 12 3” Pretabbed Wick 100 pc Bag
5 Inch Digital Thermometer
Candle and Soap Scale

ADDITIONAL ITEMS NEEDED:
Glass vessel of choice
Decorative seashells
Marimo moss balls

DIRECTIONS

PART 1: WEIGH AND MELT THE WAX

Using a scale, weigh out 1 lb of IGI 4625 Paraffin Wax. Put the wax in a pouring pitcher and heat to 185ºF in 
a double boiler or on a hot plate.

PART 2: ADD COLOR AND FRAGRANCE

To create the Living Coral color, we’re using 2 drops of Magenta liquid dye and 1 drop of Yellow liquid dye. 

When the wax reaches 185ºF, slowly add 2 drops of Magenta liquid dye and 1 drop of Yellow liquid dye. Stir 
gently for about a minute to fully incorporate the color.

FLOATING CANDLES
hibiscus palm

In this tutorial, you’ll learn how to make floating candle 
centerpieces for your next event or special occasion. 
These centerpieces are easy to customize to the theme of 
your event by switching up the color, fragrance, and the 
decorations you choose for the vessels. For our floating 
candles, we decided to celebrate the Pantone Color of the 
Year: Living Coral. 

Because we don’t have a standalone coral candle dye, we 
took the opportunity to play with mixing dyes to create our 
own custom coral shade. For fragrance, choose a scent 
that won’t overwhelm your guests or compete with any 
food that might be served. We thought our Hibiscus Palm 
would be a great choice—a little floral, a little green, and just 
an overall pleasant scent for adding a special ambiance. 

In accordance with the spirit of Living Coral, we chose  eco-
friendly marimo moss balls and sea urchin shells to fill our 
vessels. Marimo moss balls are a spherical algae often used 



Remove the pouring pitcher from the heat, then add 1 oz of Hibiscus Palm fragrance oil. Stir gently for two 
minutes to make sure the fragrance binds with the wax.

PART 3: POUR, WICK, AND RELEASE

When the wax cools to 180ºF, carefully pour the wax into the tart molds. Try to pour right to the top because 
there will be a small amount of shrinkage when the wax cools.

Place an LX 12 wick assembly in the center of each mold. 

NOTE: Do not use a wick sticker because the candle will need to release from the mold when it cools.

You can use a bamboo skewer to re-center the wick if it moves. Let the candles cool overnight and remove 
from molds.

PART 4: DECORATE, FLOAT, AND ENJOY! 

Now it’s time to set up and decorate the vessels. 

OTHER DECORATION IDEAS: small pieces of driftwood, starfish, seaglass, sand dollars. 

Put your decorative items into your vessels. We’re fans of a simple, minimal look, but customize the vessels 
to your own tastes and theme of the event. Fill the vessels with water and then float 1-3 candles on top. 
They look best when they have room to bob around, so don’t add too many to each vessel. 

Light your floating candles about 15-20 minutes before guests arrive 

Did you make it? Show off your take on honeycomb facial soap bars, and all your handmade creations 
with the CandleScience community by tagging us @CandleScience and using the #CandleScientist 

hashtag on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. We may feature you in our Stories or on our website!

www.candlescience.com/candle-making-inspiration


